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The dilemma is how ' Socio-cultural evolutionary theory as proposed by theorists such as Ferdinand Toennies, Max Weber and Talcott Parsons3 assumed change processes that are irresistible and universal. Evolutionary theory argues that societies move in a more or less linear direction from traditional to modem forms of economic, social and political forms of organisation. In the process of evolution, state institutions become differentiated and acquire a measure of autonomy from traditional economic and social systems. In Max Weber's view, the mark of a 'developed' state is that it has separate administrative, representative and executive capacities and has a 'monopoly of coercive force' so that it is able to control the territory under its sovereign jurisdiction. At a minimum, states should be able to counter any resistance to legitimate authority and (more optimally) provide basic services in order to 'win' popular legitimacy. In this evolutionary process from traditional to modem, it is assumed that modernity will trump tradition. It will do so because market forces and industrialisation will generate irresistible dynamics in favor of possessive individualism, justified by ideologies or myths such as consumer sovereignty in the economy and citizen sovereignty in the polity. What 
